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The Language Access Advisory Council assists the Executive Director of the Office of 
Language Access by providing input on:  implementation and compliance with Hawai`i’s 
language access laws; the quality of oral and written language services provided under the law; 
and the adequacy of a state agency or covered entity's dissemination and training of its 
employees likely to have contact with LEP persons, its policies and procedures for language 
services, its competency in working effectively with in-person and telephone interpreters, and its 
understanding of the dynamics of interpretation between clients, providers, and interpreters. 

 
 

LANGUAGE ACCESS ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Dominic Inocelda, Inter-Agency Council on Immigrant Services, Chair 
 
Gerald Ohta, Department of Health, Vice-chair 
 
Serafin Colmenares, Jr., Office of Language Access, Ex Officio 
 
Bill Hoshijo, Hawai`i Civil Rights Commission, Ex Officio 
 
Francine Wai, Disability and Communication Access Board, Ex Officio 
 
Lito M. Asuncion, At-Large member 
 
M. Alohalani Boido, Hawai`i Interpreter Action Network 
 
Melba Bantay, Catholic Charities Hawai`i 
 
Jennifer Dotson, Junior League of Honolulu 
 
Patricia J. Harpstrite, County of Honolulu 
 
Margarita Hopkins, Hawai`i County 
 
Dr. Ruth Mabanglo, UH Institute of Pilipino Language and Literature 
 
Dr. Tin Myaing Thein, Pacific Gateway Center 
 
Mary Santa Maria, Maui District Health Office 
 
Edelene Uriarte, Micronesian Community Network 
 
Hawaiian language advocacy organization – vacant 


