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Sector Partnerships: 
Industry-driven Employer Partnerships
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● Industry collaborates on 
opportunities to strengthen and 
grow their sector that cannot be 
adequately addressed by a single 
business. 

● Support partners (educators, 
workforce developers, economic 
developers) organize to leverage 
resources to support industry-
defined initiatives

● Current Partnerships
○ Engineering
○ Healthcare



Convening & Funding Through the Years
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2017 – 2020
• Convened by UH and Chamber of Commerce Hawaii
• Funded by Strada Education Network and Harold KL Castle Foundation
• Support provided by Oahu Workforce Development Board

2021 (Jan – July)
• Convened by Chamber + Workforce Development Council
• Funded by Workforce Development Council
• Convening support provided by SMS Research

2021 (July 🡪 )
• Continue Engineering and Healthcare
• Seeking to add Technology 
• Planning and discussions underway to secure funding and conveners



SMS Research

4

January to July 2021 support will be provided by SMS Research.

SMS team includes Faith Rex, President and Anna Pacheco, Project Director.

SMS will provide support with:
• Project management

• Strategic planning

• Facilitation
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Engineering Partnership Update
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UH CoE INPUT: 
Students’ Technical Skills Challenges



Communication
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Source: Engineering Sector Partnership Professional Skills Survey
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INDUSTRY INPUT: 
Students’ Employability Skills Challenges



2021 ENGINEERING SP RESPONSE:
Build a K-12 Engineering Pathway
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Build a K-12 Engineering Pathway

Through industry and education collaboration, build a streamlined and 
connected cradle-to-career STEM and engineering talent pipeline, 

improving the preparedness and increasing the number of students in the 
pipeline to meet Hawai‘i’s engineering needs.
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Engineering 
Sector Partnership 

Industry Professionals

Pilot School Complexes
▪ Waipahu High School/Feeder Schools
▪ Campbell High School/Feeder Schools

▪ Castle High School/Feeder Schools



Healthcare Partnership Update
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2021 - Healthcare Sector Partnership Agenda 
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Future Expansion

GOAL: Support economic diversification in Hawaii by building talent 
pipeline and addressing skill shortages in in-demand industries.

• Deepen support of Healthcare and Engineering

• Explore adding new Technology SP to align with Talent Roadmap
- Technology Companies

- Dept of Defense Economy jobs(Cyber)

• Support $13.37M Federal grant Hana Career Pathways (apprenticeships)
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Mahalo!

13


