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STATE OF HAWAI‘I

KA MOKU‘ĀINA O HAWAI‘I


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

KA ‘OIHANA PONO LIMAHANA

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

830 PUNCHBOWL STREET, ROOM 329

HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I  96813

http://labor.hawaii.gov/wdd/

Phone: (808) 586-8877 / Fax: (808) 586-8822 

Email:  dlir.workforce.develop@hawaii.gov
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL’S

EMPLOYER ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

Monday, April 18, 2024

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
In-person and Online via Zoom
MINUTES
MEMBERS:
Derek Kanehira, Committee Vice Chair, Senior Vice President, Human Resources, Alexander and Baldwin
Cheryl Cross, Principle Owner, C.A. Cross & Associates

Rona Fukumoto, President & Chief Executive Officer, Lanakila Pacific
GUEST:

Shirley Lau Chan, Director, Human Resources, The Prince Waikiki Resort
Deborah Leong-Yep, HR Generalist, UHA Health Insurance
Kaleo Perez, Vice President, Human Resources, Gather Federal Credit Union
Pamela Roberts, House Mart Stores

Harrison Kuranishi, Executive Director, Oahu Workforce Development Board
STAFF: 

Bennette Misalucha, Executive Director, DLIR Workforce Development Council
I. Call to Order





Vice Chair Derek Kanehira


The Employer Engagement Committee meeting was called to order at 10:35 a.m. by Vice 
Chair Derek Kanehira
II. Approval of Minutes

A. October 12, 2023 Meeting Minutes

Derek Kanehira requested a motion to approve the minutes for the October 12, 2023 meeting.

Deborah Leong-Yep moved to approve the minutes and Cheryl Cross seconded the motion. There were no objections or abstentions. The motion to approve the minutes was approved unanimously.

B. January 18, 2024 Meeting Minutes

Derek Kanehira requested a motion to approve the minutes for the January 18, 2024 meeting.

Deborah Leong-Yep moved to approve the minutes and Cheryl Cross seconded the motion. There were no objections or abstentions. The motion to approve the minutes was approved unanimously.
III. Executive Director’s Report

Bennette Misalucha presented her updates from January 18, 2024 to April 18, 2024. The presentation can be viewed at this link: https://labor.hawaii.gov/wdc/files/2024/05/WDC-Exec-Directors-Report-1.2024-4.2024.pptx
IV. Update on the Status of Farrington High School’s Kina’ole Project – 

Deborah Leong-Yep

Deborah Leong-Yep provided information about Farrington High School’s workforce 
development initiatives which include collaborating with local companies and 
conducting mock interview sessions with students enrolled in the 
Kina’ole Project and 
the Ready to Hire program, which prepares and matches students with different 
businesses in the community.
V. Presentation on Challenges & Opportunities in Hospitality – Shirley Lau Chan
Shirley Lau Chan shared a presentation. The presentation can be viewed at this link:

https://labor.hawaii.gov/wdc/files/2024/05/Outreach-Program-Presentation.2024.pdf
VI. Announcements and Public Testimony
Cheryl Cross reminded employers to look into the Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC). Employers may meet their business needs and claim a tax credit if they hire an individual in a WOTC target group. The target groups include TANF recipients, Veterans; Ex-Felons; Vocational Rehabilitation Referrals; SNAP recipients, Supplemental Security Income recipients; Long-term Family/ TANF recipients; and Long-term Unemployment recipients.
There were no public testimony

VII. Next Meeting
The Employer Engagement Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 18, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
VIII. Adjournment
Vice Chair Derek Kanehira adjourned the meeting at 11:42 a.m.
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Equal Opportunity Employer/Program

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

TDD/TTY Dial 711 then ask for (808) 586-8877

